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E v i d e n c e of presence of otitis media and cholesteatoma are seen in 2600 years old Egyptian mummies (Lyn 1974) and also in prehistoric Iranian skulls (Rathbut 1977) . Hippocrates also stated that a discharging ear along with high grade of fever can be fatal and emphasised the significance of otitis media. Morgagni typically established the relationship between brain abscess and otitis media (Glasscock 1990) . Ability of cholesteatoma to erode bone is well documented and also the significance of the same is in chronic suppurative otitis media while in acute infections, bone defects, thrombophlebitis or hematogenous route are major player in respect of complications (Ludman H 1987) . Incidence of complications had decreased about 100 folds as seen in preantibiotic era (Palva et al 1985) . Also awareness towards disease and presence of advance techniques for diagnosis and treatment had resulted in decrease in morbidity and mortality associated with complications. Prevalence of complications is as low as 0.04% in western world (Palva et al 1985) , while same in developing world ranges from 6.45%-7.60% (Sriyanon et al 1984 , Kangsanarak et al 1993 .
We studied 76 patients of complications to find out the prevalence of Cholesteatoma in complicated cases as well as the type of cornplicatios.
M a t e r i a l s a n d M e t h o d s
This study was done over 76 cases presenting with supurative otitis media along with complications to our OPD. All these cases were admitted and routine investigations were performed. X-ray mastoid Schuller's view was done in each and every case along with hemograrn. In all cases suspected of intracranial complications, CSF biochemical and microscopical study was done along with bacteriological study. Blood culture was also done to rule out septicemia. All the cases having suspicion of intracranial complications (ICC) alone or in combination were given antibiotics for 48-72 hours to decrease inflammation and infection. Surgery was done in two stage, in first stage decompression and exploration was done and in second stage, after improvement in general condition of patient aural surgery was completed. In cases with extracranial complications (ECC) only immediate single stage surgery was done and in cases where intracranial complication were diagnosed
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Fig.I. Photograph showing a large osteolytic lesion in Mastoid Cartex by cholesteatoma
intraoperatively, again surgery is planned in two stage, as in ICC.
All the complications were divided into three groups, (1) ICC, (2) ECC and (3) cases having both ICC and ECC. The ICC and ECC were classified as described by Goycoolea and lung (1990) .
O~L i o n s
We studied 76 patients of suppurative otitis media with 77 complicated ears. In one case complications were present in both ears and both were ECC. ICC were present in 17 (22.08%) cases, ECC in 32 (41.56%) and both in 28 (36.36%) In all 168 complications were seen. Single complication was seen in 18 (23.47%) ears and multiple in 59 (79.53%) ears (Table I & II) . Our study showed that females were more prone for complications, as were seen in 40 (52.63%) females in comparison to 36 (47.37%) males ; male female ratio was 1:1.10. Maximum number of patients were in age group of 11-20 years that is 30 (39.47%) and minimum one (1.32%) in age group of 40 years and above, with female of 45 years (Table III) .
Ten cases (14.47%) came with bilateral disease and complications were present in one ear, except in a case where they were bilateral. In Bilateral cases, 4 (5.26%) had complications on left side and 5 (6.58%) on right side. Thirty cases (39.47%) had disease on left and 35 (46.05%) on right side. Safe type of disease was seen in 21 (27.63%); 6 (7.89%) on right, 9 (11.84%) on left and 6 (7.89%) on both sides, of which 5 (6.58%) cases had either acute 
